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(6) These woordes saide, Fortune made an eende;
She beet hir wynges & took hir to the fliht:
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The rude Scythians
Painted blind Fortune's powerful hands with wings,
To shew her gifts come swift and suddenly.
Which if her Favourite be not swift to take,
He loses them for ever. (I.i.113-17)
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Fortune appeared

F.romlsr Fortune and before Boccaccio Others
Library & Museum prece Poverty
Vienna (Austria)
Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek
MS. S. n. 12766 (311-48) f. 72%°
Bergues (France)
Bibliothéque Municipale
MS. 63 (P. 89. Lepreux 5) f. 77
Carpentras (France)
Bibliothéque Municipale
MS. 622 (L. 593) f. 136
Musée Condé
MS. 858 (487) f. 1
MS. 860 (401) f. 76
Paris (France)
Bibliothéque de 1'Arsenal
MS. 5191 f. 53¢
MS. 5192 f. 1% f. 72%° f. 188"
MS. 5193 f. 838 f. 229
Paris (France)
Bibliothéque Nationale
MS. Fr. 127 f. 71 f. 184 {. 45
MS. Fr. 130 f. 1 f. 88 f. 233"
MS. Fr. 131 f.o71%°
MS. Fr. 132 f. 42
MS. Fr. 226 f. 62'° f. 12%°
MS. Fr. 229 f. 1 {. 84 f. 221
MS. Fr. 230 f.1¥° f. 61 f. 156 f. 38"
MS. Fr. 233 f. 65
MS. Fr. 597 f. 38 f. 96%°
MS. Fr. 16994 f. 1 f. 76" f. 195"
MS. Fr. 16995 f. 73*° f. 196
Paris (France)
Bibliothéque Saint-Geneviéve
MS. 1128 f. 196
Rouen (France)
Bibliothéque Municipale
MS. 1440 (U. 25) f. 67
Munich (Germany)
Bayerische Staatsbibliothek
MS. Gall. 6 (Gall.369) f. 4 f. 81 f. 200"
Wolfenbiittel (Germany)
Herzog August Bibliothek
MS. Guelf. A. 3. Aug. 2° f. 208
Venezia (Italy)
Biblioteca Nationale Marciana
MS. Fr. Append 44 (10138) f. 1
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Geneva (Switzerland)
Bibliothéque Universitaire
MS. Fr. 190 (Petau 187) f. 83 f. 30¥°(Vol.II)
MS. Fr. 191 (Petau 188) f. 72 f. 181%°
Zurich (Switzerland)
vente Hoepli du 29 oct.1973 vo
n° 23 ex H.Y.Thompson XCI f. 65 f. 170
Glasgow (U.K.)
Hunterian Museum
MS. 208 (U. 1. 12) f. 95° f. 218"°
MS. 371 (V. 1. 8) f. 1 f. 69%°
MS. 372 (V. 1. 9) f. 1
London (U.K.)
British Library
MS. Additional 11696 f. 71
MS. Additional 35321 f. 67 f. 180
MS. Harley 621 f. 71 {. 217
MS. Royal 14 E V f. 113" f. 291
MS. Royal 18 D VII f. 52
MS. Royal 20 C IV f. 1 f. 77v° f. 198
London (U.K.)
vente Sotheby du 9 décembre
1963 n° 145 f. 55 f. 137
Oxford (U.K.)
Bodleian Library
MS. Bodley 265 (2465) f. 73¥°
New York (U.S.A.)
Collection Francis Kettaneh f. 63 not foliated
New York (U.S.A.)
Pierpont Morgan Library
MS. G. 35 f. 79¥° f. 205
MS. M. 342 f. 77
MS. M. 343 f. 35
Philadelphia (U.S.A.)
Rosenbach Museum & Library
MS. 439/16 f. 146"°
San Marino (California, U.S.A.)
Huntington Library
MS. HM 268 f. 43%°
MS. HM 936 {. 142
MS. HM 937 f. 1
Washington D.C, (U.S.A.)
Library of Congress
MS. Rosenwald Collection
No. 427 f. 63 f. 176Y°
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(¥t 2] De Casibus Virorum lilustrivm (JE#2) DFRK :

Mihi post pausillem requiei iam calamum resumenti horridum monstrum illud, rerum ministra
mortalium Fortuna, affuit. O Deus bone, quam grandis illi statura, quam admirabilis forma!
Non inficiar, prospiciens timui. Nam ardentes minacesque illi erant oculi, facies torva, capillitium
multiplex per ora pendulum, manus, credo, centum et brachia totidem, varia vestis et ferrea

vox: quibus tamen incederet pedibus vidisse non potui. (4 71 v 7 (35H)

[KE) B iRB LM%, Ry2RICLT (/&%) BXRO L) L LT SIZZ208E, Rl
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BeL <, BOBFLEIILBOTLULIZENLTVET, FEMAD Y, WMLMESE LH)TT, K
BSOS LY, BEY 25 S0F6ETT, BELhS, ik (BxflioT) HhwTai
12DNEINTHIY EFATL,

[E¥t 3] Des cas des nobles hommes et femmes ({AEBER) DESHR :

Fortune qui est vng hydeux monstre et qui comme chamberiere donne et depart aux hommes
et aux femmes les bienheuretez mondaines. Si vint deuant moy puis que ie qul mestoye vng
tantet repose prenoye ma plume apres la fin de mon cinquiesme liure pour commencer le
sixiesme. le qui fuz esbahy de lymage de fortune me escriay a dieu qui est le donneur des
vrays biens. Et se aucun me demande quelle fut ma sentence apres ce que icuz aduisee la
figure de fortune. le respons que ie eux grant paour quant ie droictement regarday la grant
estature et la merueilleuse facon du corps delle. Car elle auoit les yeulx ardans et sembloit
que ilz menassassent ceulx quelle regardoit/ fortune auoit la face cruelle et horrible/ elle auoit
ses cheueulx espes/ longs et pendans sur sa bouche. le croy que fortune en son corps auoit
cent mains et autretant de bras pour donner & pour tollir aux hommes les biens mondains et
pour abatre en bas & pour leuer en hault les hommes de ce monde. Fortune auoit robe de
maintes et diuerses couleurs. Car nul homme ne la congnoist. Fortune auoit la voix si aspre &
si dure quil sembloit que elle eust houche de fer/ pource que elle menasse tous les plus grans
du monde/ et si met ses menasses a effect. le aduisay les parties du corps de fortune. Et
toutesfois ie ne peuz apperceuoir ne congnoistre les piedz/ parquoy elle alloit.

(£ %Y v 7 I35%EH)
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[#¥t4) Fall of Princes

In his studie allone as Bochas stood.

His penne on honde. of sodeyn auenture
To remenbre he thouhte it ded hym good,
How bat no man may hymsilff assure

In worldli thynges fulli to recure

Grace of Fortune, to make hir to be stable,

Hir dayli chaungis been so variable.

She braideth euer on the chaunteplure:

Now song, now wepyng. now wo, now gladnesse,

Now in merthe, now peynis to eendure,
Now liht. now heuy, now bittir, now suetnesse,
Now in trouble, now free, now in distresse,

Shewyng to vs a maner resemblaunce,

How worldli welthe hath heer non assuraunce.

Whil Bochas pensiff stood sool in his librarie
With cheer oppressid, pale in his visage,
Sumdeel abasshed, alone & solitarie,

To hym appered a monstruous ymage.

Partid on tweyne of colour & corage,

Hir riht[e] side ful of somer flours.

The tothir oppressid with wyntris stormy shours.

Bochas astonid, feerful for to abraide
Whan he beheeld the wonderful figure
Of Fortune, thus to hymsilff he saide:
“What may this meene? is this a creature
Or a monstre transffoormyd ageyns nature.
Whos brennyng eyen sparklyng of ther liht

As doon sterris the frosti wyntres niht?”

And of hir cheer[e] ful good heed he took,
Hir face seemyng cruel & terrible,

And bi disdeyn[e] manacyng of look,

Hir her vntressid, hard, sharp & horrible,
Froward of shappe, lothsum & odible.

An hundred handis she hadde on ech part

In sondri wise hir giftes to depart.
Summe off hir handis lefft up men aloffte

To hih estat of worldli dignite,

Anothir hand griped ful vnsoffte,
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Which cast another in gret aduersite:
Gaff oon richesse, anothir pouerte,
Gaff summe also bi report a good name,

Noised anothir of sclaundre & diffame.

Hir habit was of manyfold colours:

Wachet bleuh of feyned stedfastnesse,

Hir gold allaied like sonne in wattri shours,
Meynt with liht greene for chaung & doubilnesse.
A pretens red: dreed meynt with hardynesse;
Whiht for clennesse, lik soone for to faille;

Feynt blak for moornyng, russet for trauaille.

Hir colours meynt of wollis mo than oon;
Sumwhile eclipsed, sumwhile she shon briht.
Dulle as an asse whan men hadde haste to gon,
And as a swalwe gerissh of hir fliht,

Tween slouh & swifft; now crokid & now vpriht,
Now as a crepil lowe coorbid doun,
Now a duery and now a champioun.
Now a coward, durst nat come in pres,
And sumwhile hardi as leoun;
Now lik Ector. now dreedful Thersites,
Now was she Cresus, now Agamenoun,
Sardanapallus off condicioun;

Now was she mannyssh, now was she femynyne,

Now coude she reyne, now koude she falsli shyne.

Now a mermaide angelik off face.
A tail behynde verray serpentyne.
Now debonaire, now froward to do grace,
Now as a lamb tretable & benigne,
Now lik a wolff of nature to maligne,
Now Sirenes to synge folk a-slepe

Til Karibdis drowne hem in the deepe.

Thus Iohn Bochas consideryng hir figure,

Al hir fetures in ordre he gan beholde,

Hir breede, hir heihte, hir shap & hir stature,
An hundrid handis & armys ther he tolde:
Wheroff astonid, his herte gan to colde;

And among alle hir menbris euerichon,

He sempte she hadde no feet upon to gon.
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