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PROVINSIONAL GOVERNMENT

NORTHERN RYKYU ISLANDS
NAZE, AMAMI OSHIMA

6 June 1949
SUBJECT: False representation of title woven into silk fabrics in Kagoshima.
TO :  Commanding Officer
Northern Ryukyus
Military Government Team
FROM : Chiji

Provinsional Government
Northern Ryukyu Islands



The application concerning subject matter by Yoneei Kuboi, head of O’shima Tsumugi
Manufacturing Association has been submitted to Chiji as detailed in the annexed paper.

This application being considering to be proper, we have been intention to take
adequate measures for checking such an illegal action as is seriously disadvantageous for
O’shima Tsumugi trade, but on account of administrative separation of the Northern
Ryukyus from Japan Proper we have no measures to cope successfully with such an illegal
action.

Hereby you are respectfully requested to consider a countermeasure against the above-

mentioned after the negotiation with scap.

6 June 1949
SUBJECT: False representation of title woven into silk fabrics in Kagoshima.

TO : Commanding Officer
Northern Ryukyus
Military Government Team

FROM : Yoneei Kuboi
Head of O’shima Tsumugi _
Manufacturing Association

1. The title woven into a piece of fabric attached to this paper, “Genuine O’shima
Tsumugi” is being used as the one of silk fabrics after being woven into both ends of silk
fabrics which are produced in Kagoshima.

2. The title of “Genuine O’shima Tsumugi” indicates that silk fabrics with this title
have been produced in the Northern Ryukyus of O’shima Gun, and this title has been
woven into both ends of O’shima Tsumugi, for a long time, in order to maintain the trust
of O’shima Tsumugi. The trader or consumer has bought O’shima Tsumugi placing their
reliance on this title.

3.1t is obviously false representation that the title of “Genuine O’shima Tsumugi” is
being woven into silk fabrics which are produced in Kagoshima and this action is apparently
against the international commercial morals and should be concluded to be illegal in infringe-
ment of the interest of the Northern Ryukyus even though we have no measure to take
legal procedures owing to the administrative separation of the Northern Ryukyus from
Japan.

4. Judging from the above-mentioned fact or the various informations we can find the
inclination that the manufacturers of silk fabrics in Kagoshima are checking the importation
of O’shima Tsumugi, which is moderate in price and better in quality, in disregard of the
interests own profits. This is to be grieved not only for Japan but also for the Northern
Ryukyus.

5. You are respectfully requested to take any measures to check such an illegal ations .
as trespasses the interests of the Northérn Ryukyus.
Remarks:

The attached piece of silk fabric has been brought down from Kagoshima by Naokichi
Yutaka on occasion of his repartriation.
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HEADQUARTERS RYUKYUS COMMAND
MILITARY GOVENMENT
NORTHERN RYUKYUS
APO 331 ¢/o PM
San Francisco, California

14 November 1949
SUBJECT : False Representation of O’shima Tsumugi
TO : Chiji

Provinsional Government
Northern Ryukyu Islands



The attached information on the subject “Tsumugi” forwarded your office for study,
information and possible action as prescribed in paragraph No. 4.

FOR THE SENIOR REPRESENTATIVE:

1 Incl: GEORGE C. DORSTE
1. Ist Ind. subj: “False Ist Lt. CAC
Representation of O’shima Adjutant

Tsumugi,” dtd 24 Oct 49.

AG 074 (30 Jun 49) ESS/ST, 24 Oct 49, 1st Ind
subj: False Representation of O’shima Tsumugi

a. Many of the experts who previously made Tsumugi in Amami Oshima moved
to Kagoshima or Miyazaki prefectures during the war and they have continued the art of
making this material at their new locations. If the production of the material is an art
acquired by long experience and inheritance, it is possible that this factor would be impor-
tant if considered in conjunction with the following.

b. The term “Oshima Tsumugi” has been applied to the particular type of mate-
rial under discussion for so long and to such an extent that there is a possibility that it has
become the descriptive name of the article throughout Japan, and that consequently no
group in any locality has a right to its exclusive use.

4. It is not suggested that the above factors are proven facts but the existence of the
possibility that they are so does not enable General Headquarters, Supreme Commander for
the Allied Powers or an agency of the Japanese Government to take any arbitray action in
the matter at least until they have been investigated further.

5. It would be appreciated if the views of the Amami Oshima manufacturers on
these two factors could be obtained and forwarded to General Headquarters, Supreme
Commander for the Allied Powers.

6. The manufacturers in Kagoshima and Miyazaki have been approached by the
Japanese Patent Agency to ascertain if they are willing to cease use of the terms “Oshima
Tsumugi” and “Honba Oshima Tsumugi” voluntarily. Should they refuse to do so the matter
will have to be considered further in the light of the additional representation from the
Amami Oshima manufacturers and of further investigations here.

7. If after such further consideration, it is decided that a good prima facie but not
conclusive case has been made out, the Ryukyu Military Govenment Section in Tokyo
advises that it may be able to assist the Ryukyuan manufacturers to present their case to
a Japanese Court for final determination.

8. Please accept this as an interim report only. Your question regarding trade between
Japan and the Ryukyus concerning this textile is under consideration and will be answered

in later correspondence.

FOR THE SUPREME COMMANDER:
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS

SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS
APO 500

AG 074 (30 Jun 49) ESS/ST 31 DEC 49
SUBJECT: False Representation of O’shima Tsumugi

TO: Military Governor of the Ryukyu Islands
APO 331

1. Reference is lettter from Office of the Military Governor of the Ryukyu Islands to
Commander-in-Chief, Far East, Attention: Ryukyus Military Government Section, AIMG-X,
30 June 1949, subject as above, with 1st indorsement from General Headquarters, Supreme
Commander for the Allied Powers, AG 074 (30 Jun 49) ESS/ST, 24 October 1949, which
was an interim report of investigation made in Japan concerning the use by Kagoshima
manufacturers of the trade name “Honba Oshima Tsumugi”.

2. Inclosed is the report of the Japanese Patent Agency on the subject, which supports
the contentions delineated in paragraph 3 of the Ist indorsement to the effect that the
Kagoshima fabricators of Tsumugi probably are legally entitled to make it as well as to
label it “Honba Oshima Tsumugi” Furthermore, according to the report, Oshima pongee
has been produced in Kagoshima City since 1894, and has been labeled “Honba Oshima
Tsumugi” since 1918, so the complaint of the O’shima Tsumugi Manufacturing Association
appears to be unjustified.

3. In the absence of further facts or arguments from the O’shima Tsumugi Manufac-
turing Association which would refute the representations set forth in paragraph 3 of the Ist
indorsement, it is believed that no further action should be taken with regard to the com-
plaint inclosed in basic communication.



4. In view of the fact that separate negotiations are being conducted with reference to
the trade possibilities referred to in paragraph 3 of the letter of 17 June 1949 forwarded as
an inclosure with basic communication, that subject is not deal with in this letter.

FOR THE SUPREME COMMANDER:

1 Incl 0. D. CONLEY
Report dtd 17 Sep 49 Major, AGD
Asst Adj Gen
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PATENT AGENCY
MINISTRY OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND INDUSTRY
JAPANESE GOVERNMENT

September 17, 1949

In respect of “O’shima Tsumugi” (O’shima pongee), opinions of the Paten Agency are
as follows:

It is clear that “O’shima Tsumugi” originates in Amami O’shima. However, as to
whether the words “Honba O’Shima Tsumugi” (genuine O’Shima pongee) shoul be consid-
ered as an exclusive name of Ryujyu. The following points must be examined.

(1) During the Pacific War, manufacturers of pongee in Amami O’Shima evacuated to
Kagoshima and Miyazaki Prefectures where they are continuously engaging in textile
manufacturing industry.

(2) While the words “O’Shima Tsumugi” in the textile industry are meant by common
sense “Amami O’Shima”, there are forty-one (41) places in Japan bearing the name of
O’Shima and so we can not say that O’Shima means always Amami O’Shima.

(3) The word “Honba” indicated essentially the place or origin. However, this word is
also diverted to significance of superiority in quality.

(4) The words “O’Shima Tsumugi” has been used for long years and it has become now
a kind of common noun.

This Agency, having received inquiry concerning this problem from General Head-
quarters, finds much difficulty in determining which government office has really the



proper position to give a fair judgement on this case.

The Patent Agency believes that the matter will best be taken up by the court.

Keijiro Kubo.
Director,
Patent Agency

OSHIMA TSUMUGI (Oshima Pongee)

Oshima pongee originated with a cetatin woman in Akagigori, Oshima-gun, Kagoshima
Prefecture during the period or Kyoho era (1716-1735).

The process is to spin yarn from cocoon produced in Oshima which yarn was dyed
with brown sap obtained by beiling of finely chopped stock of tree grown as high as 20 or
30 feet named “Sharinbai” (other calling is “Teichiki”) and after that it dyes with ferrous
salt putting it in the mud of rice field, therethrough bring up unique colour of the textile
fabric and then hand woven cloth with this yarn is Oshima Tsumugi.

It is said that the whole colouring of the splashed pattern of this woven cloth is an
imitation of the back colour of a venomous serpent living in the island. Thereafter, it has
become to weave with silk yarn brought from home land substituting the yarn in the place
of origin,

This textile was manufactured as a subsidiary business of small scale and less produc-
tion by farmers almost the years from Kyoho era (1716-1735) to Meiji 22-23 (1889-1890)
and its demand was limited to prize by some of the upper class of women in home land.

The staple products in Amami Oshima and what was maintained the economy of this
island was black sugar of the place of prigin as same as in Ryukyu.

Although that sugar was by no means of good quality, main economics of the people
of this island was controlled by the quotation of this black sugar since the sugar was money’s
worth for the exchange of their necessities. And the people of this island was consistently
depended on the production of this black sugar until around years from 1889 to 1890.

Owing to the heavy slum of this sugar market in 1890 Oshima peasants were affected
so much heavy hit as they should no longer give up the idea of making their livings on this
sugar.

For the above reasons, the peasants, who were maintaining their living on the black
sugar as the principal production, tried gradually to get through the emergency by adopting
the pongee cloth. This side work of pongee fabric for an emergency shirt, in taking advan-
tage of surplus of national economy at the result of Sino-Japanese was in 1895 and also
modern capitalistic prosperity, Oshima pongee which was until such time patronized by only
some women of upper class, has become popularized in ordinary families and demands of
Oshima pongee has increased.

Thereby, the home industries as subsidiary business has developed to their main
business or to make specialty of that side business throughout the island. However, majority
of the raw thread of Oshima pongee were not produced in Oshima and as the raw thread
brought from home land are used, the weaving of Oshima pongee was not necessarily suffo-
cated only to small Amami Oshima.

Because of the fact that Sharimbai which is to be used for dying the thread are grow-
ing wildly everywhere in the seaside district of southern part of Kyushu and ferrous salt in
mud was not characteristic in Amami Oshima. Sharimbai in Amami Oshima is botanically
the same as that of wildly growing in seaside district of the southern part of Kyushu and the
nature of the soil in the southern part of Kyushu was also geologically the same as that of
in Amami Oshima.



Moreover, they became aware that the transportation of silk by ship for 200 miles
from Kagoshima in Kyushu to Amami Oshima and likewise, transportation of manufactured
goods from Amami Oshima to Kagoshima are very dangerous and uneconomical method.
The sea traffic and transportation from home land to Amami Oshima has been done since
olden times, as it is at present, from Kagoshima City. Accordingly, the entire communi-
cation and transportation of Amami Oshima from home land and vise-versa have been done
always making Kagoshima City as its relay place or base. Therefore, the collection traders,
some farmers weaving Oshima pongee who do not need to make living in such small Amami
Oshima and second and the third sons who were inevitably compelled to leave his house at
the result of inheritance of the first son, moved from small and nothing reserved island to
Kagoshima, taking with them technique of Oshima pongee making, where is wide and
directly connected to home land.

Kagoshima is one of the largest town in the southern part of Kyushu and also a gate-
way to Ryukyu and Amami Oshima for communication and transportation between two
places and is collecting and distributing centre. At the same time Kagoshima is supplying
zone of commodities and raw materials for those islands.

So, it is natural that people leaving Amami Oshima came over to Kyushu around
Kagoshima instead of moving to Ryukyu or Taiwan.

In this way, the production of Oshima pongee surpassing that of in the small Amami
Oshima have sprung up to Kagoshima City and its environs since around 1894.

And the production in these districts has considerably increased than that of in
Amami Oshima.

According to the report of Kagoshima Prefectural Weaving Industrial Association, the
initiatory production of Oshima pongee in Kagoshima City was prior to Meiji era (1809-
1858) and the use of the title as “Honba Oshima Tsumugi” was also started very long time
ago. In addition, since the establishement of the Kagoshima Prefectural Textile Manufac-
turers’ Association in 1916 begun to attach label to textile which label, indicating the title
of “Honba Oshima Tsumugi” has continuously been used up to date.

Further, one of the most distinguished acheivement to be confirmed of the traders in
Kagoshima is that, while textile workers in Amami Oshima were simply working silently on
manufacturing textile as domestic industrially Kagoshima traders were exerting their efforts
in working on their production assidously besides that they positively propagandized Oshima
pongee throughout Japan.

Pervasion of propaganda, familiarity, and patrongage of Oshima pongee throughout
Japan were due to the result of desparate propaganda by the traders in Kagoshima not
depended on the workers in Amami Oshima. The main cause that Oshima pongee were
popularized throughout Japan was on the price. Oshima pongee made in Amami Oshima
was a kind of nature of side business and round trip of 200 miles between Kagoshima and
Amamij Oshima made pongee very high price.

However, since mass production of them in Kagoshima was made as main business
beside that there were neither 200 miles transportation expense nor danger, the manufac-
tured goods were sold at about half-price of that in Amami Oshima. Therefore, Oshima
pongee was popularized at the surprosing influence by taking advantage of the prosperity of
that days.

It is most regrettable to have peoples think, that at the result of the wrong business
policy of a part of traders concerning the price, that Oshima pongee from Kagoshima is low
price and those from Amami Oshima is high price. Accordingly, it was greatly loss for the
manufacutured goods in Kagoshima to have people an impressive idea that Amami Oshima
make are high price and good quality and Kagoshima make are low price and inferior in
quality.

As stated above, the propaganda and the popularization of Oshima pongee were due to
the desperate efforts of the traders of Kagoshima not by the efforts of workers of Amami
Oshima. The above diffusion and foundation built up by the desperate efforts in propa-
ganda of the Oshima pongee of the traders in Kagoshima can not absolutely be surrendered
now.

In respect of traders in Miyazaki Prefecture, the textile manufacturers in Amami



Oshima evacuated Amami Oshima and came to home land as Amami Oshima got into
danger during the war..

Sharimbai necessary for making Oshima pongee are grown wildly in large quantity at
the coastwise as some as in Kagoshima. And ferrous salt were contained in mud of rice
field the same way as in Amami Oshima. Then, traders settled down around this place
making Miyakonojo City as its center and Oshima pongee are manufactured with the thread
which was dyed with boiled sap of Sharimbai and dyed in making use of ferrous salt in mud
near-by as the same way as done in Amami Oshima. As Kagoshima is an extension of
Amami Oshima it entirely the same as Miyazaki Prefecture is in most recent days an exten-
sion of Amami Oshima or may be said that the technique have been migrated and not an
imitation of Oshima pongee made in Amami Oshima but a genuine Oshima Tsumugi.

Likewise, there are many instances like this not limited to only Oshima Tsumugi.
There are same instances in Japanese goods as follows:

Namely, Kurume Kasuri (cloth with splashed patterns, originated in Kurume); Nara-
zuke (musk-melon pickled in sake-ees, originated in Nara); Nagoya Obi (sash orinated in
Nagoya); Satsuma Imo (sweet potatoes, originated in Kagoshima) and Boston Bag, etc.

Let us take examples on Kurume Kasuri and Setomono.

Kurume Kasuri (cloth with splashed patterns, originated in Kurume) is cotton textile
fabrics with splashed patterns which was designed by a2 woman by the name of Den Inouye
during the Ansei era (1789-1800) who lived in Torimachi of Kurume.

Since the strong in qulity, the cheap in price and splashed patterns of this fabrics are
suited to Japanese taste, this Kurume Kasuri was popularized instantly thoughout Japan and
which has become familiar by calling as “Kurume Kasuri” There is no one among young
men in rural communities and also fishing villages who has not been obliged to Kurume
Kasuri.

This Kurume Kasuri textile was a side business of the neighbouring farm-house of
Kurume City which is centre in the initiative days. Drapery commission merchants collected
manufactured finished goods by the collection system by visiting those farm-houses and
bought them which system was the same as that of in Oshima Tsumugi.

A pet name of “Kurume Kasuri” is a naturally appeared name of calling for the cotton
textile goods manufactured in Kurume.

At this point, this is entirely the same as in the case of Oshima Tsumugi which has
naturally been called by the name of the place of origin in the absence of the fixed name
for it and the creator or trader of this textile did not name it as to a name of merchandise
with an idea of trade mark right.

About 20th year of Meiji (1887), it was the excessive days when the Japanese econmy
was about go into so-called industrial capitalism presupposed the plant production system
through commercial capitalism presupposed the domestic industrial production system.

As Kurume Kasuri were patronized by everybody throughout Japan it was hardly to
meet their demands at the domestic industrial production. It was inevitable that such
production must be at first industrialized and needed to be adopted the plant production
shape, i.e. mass production system. In this way, Kurume Kasuri textile industry has rapidly
been increased adopting plant production system from the unefficiency domestic industry.
However, at the first they gathered round Kurume, having stick to the nostalgic idea for the
name of the place of Kurume and lately they became aware that it was unnecessary to limit
the production of Kurume Kasuri only to around Kurume by awakening the capitalistic
ideology.

On the other hand, the construction of such factories in the city of Kurume has been
restricted and Kurume Kasuri textile factories could not help to keep away from the city
of Kurume whether they it or not.

Hereupon, the capitalists who have awakened their ideas to the capitalistic ideology
had gone away from the city of Kurume, having give up their ties to the geographical name
as Kurume, to one of the following those places in pursuing the increase of profit:

1. the places where it is easy to obtain materials

2. the places where the labour cost is cheap and such labour are obtainable freely.

3. the places where fuel, motive power and other producers’ goods are easily supplied



4. the place adjacent to a great consuming place, or

5. the convenient places for transportation.

At the result thereof, the principal production places of Kurume Kasuri are two places
(cities), Kurume and Ohmuta and also advanced to those counties such as Mizuma, Yame,
Mii, Ukiha, Asakura, and Yamato. Moreover, in response to orders of the traders Kurume
Kasuri were woven at every jail in Japan by prisoners as their work which Kurume Kasuri
are sent to the consuming places through the hands of commission merchants from jails
having labeled of “Honba Kurume Kasuri” thereupon the goods.

As mentioned above, even though Oshima Tsumugi and Kurume Kasuri have geograph-

ical names as a name of finished good that is not an indication of the place of origin in the
strict sense of term and is merely the name of merchandise.

Furthermore, there are the same geographical name as Ohshima in 41 places in Japan
and there are countless people named as Oshima.

The difference between Oshima Tsumugi and Kurume Kasuri is that while the former
is cotton textile in cheap price the latter is a costly silk textile.

For that reason, Oshima Tsumugi had not so much prolarity as Kurume Kasuri had
because of the fact the extent of demand by and diffusion over general consumers are
different and also the production of Oshima Tsumugi, having effected by the restriction
of geographical distribution of Sharimbai and ferrous salt in mud due to its pecuriality in
dyeing method, has been limited to southern Ryukyu and Amami Oshima districts. It is
only different points therefore, that Oshima Tsumugi is not such textile that can be woven
at any place in Japan as in the case of Kurume Kasuri and the other conditions excepting
the above, are exactly same.

HAD SHELRASEH L OO EOXEIIH L TEEZ SN ABELHERFO L EL
DEDEENTH B,

'x&&s HF15 B

X&EF%S #H2F5  EEAN ERFRE REAN BLEE

Hiff —ALO#F—H+H

WA 3

—. KEMOEHIRETFELETHE T 2HEMIEL R&HTH-T, SAIHT

LEPEIX SN B D, KEYBFELIE»SENIWEET 5,

L ZOTHEET BN, —_OBBEEESROBELHARICEL T, ZIEKEMH

DEMEFRT AL E2FTRETIEL W,

REMOZIIE, £25TH, IBHEAESOFETEMEROEZHTLITNIEES

&\,
E.%%ﬁ@%&n%fk%%mgﬁéﬁm?5Eﬂ%ﬁiTétbu%6@%%&&

RUTHDAIBET BT TOT 5,

Fay— FATYRYa-

X&E&Fs H-8

REAN EBRMFERE RZEAN THEEDBE

—LAO%—H+H

KEFBESOEL



T AABRELASOERAEBUFRIRE £ TRIESH D 20
21— =7 TAVT LAY
xEES #HUE
REN THEZDE  REAN ARE
—ALAOEZH=H
X
—. HAEO#EEEH, AAUNCEET 2 MBI FRIIABMOMELFERALTH S
EDOKRBBUTORN I L, YRIEHOER 288 50, BIHHABAFERREL
HBRHROBRELT, RBHOERLEE LHOFORM I3 BEEHILT TV 5,
~. RABOBRIRER SRR DRV EVOTH EPREDEEME L TEAI
NI BEDUIE4HELIRAEDBRLERBRT 22D R DT H S5 HIZHIK
713 2 LT LTIk FRABROBOBENEE % 4 T 2 OBRRAIEF TH 5,
FROARMSKBENIR L TEHEE5M S LTHE 20,
=N TaYRESEEEML TSR BES 9,
T RlEER &

YATA TANE VY

OFFICE SYMBOL & FILE NO. SUBJECT:
AIMG-A False Representation of O’shima Tsumugi
MEMO
NO. FROM TO DATE
1. DMG Director, 5 Jan 50 For comments
Commerce &
Industry
Incl: EUGENE R. WILLIAMSON
Ltr, 31 Dec 49 from Captain CAC
SCAP, subj as above Actg Asst Adj Gen
2. Commerce DMG 10 Jan 50 1. It is believed that the name O’shima
& Industry Tsumugi was intended to represent silks

woven in the northern Ryukyu Islands by
home industry, as well as small factories,
but that the largest production came from
home industry.

2. If this is true, no one producer should
be allowed to move his operations to Japan and still use the name. It is believed that the
name should remain the property of home industries of Northern Ryukyus.

3. It is recommended that every possible
legal action be presented to protect the right of the Northern Ryukyus in the exclusive use
of this name.

1 Incl
n/c
C.H. A.




MEMO
NO. FROM TO DATE MEMORANDUM
3. IMG Director, 10 Jan 50 1. Your attention is directed to Memo
# 2.
Government
& Legal 2. You will review this matter and

furnish the Deputy Military Governor with
appropriate recommendations.

4, Govt and DMG 3 Feb 50 1. The Legal Section of this Department
is ordered by Memo. 3 to render a legal opinion
on the contention of Northern Ryukyus Provi-
sional Govenment that Japanese manufacturers
are illegally using the trade name “O’shima
Tsumugi” foa a product produced in Kagoshima
Japan. Attached is an opinion of the Patent
Agency of the Ministry of International Trade
and Industry of the Japanese Government
which refutes the claim of the Northern Ryu-
kyus Provisional Government and alleges facts
to support their contention.

2. As the position of said Ministry is un-
doubtedly biased and as the Northern Ryukyus
manufacturers have had no opportunity to state
their side of the case or dispute the allegations
of the Ministry, the information attached
hereto is insufficient to base any legal opinion
concerning the advisability of future action to
be initiated by, or with the approval of, this
command. It is therefore recommended that
the matter be referred to the Northern Ryu-
kyus for completion of the record.

3. Colonel Barlow may be of direct
assistance.

1 Incl. C.G. TILTON
n/c  Dir, Government & Legal Department

5. DGM SRNRMGT 7 Feb 50 For compliance with Memo 4.
1 Incl: EUGENE R. WILLIAMSON
a/c Captain CAC
Actg Asst Adj Gen
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