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As a woman,] do not feel safe at enkais because people casually joke about
“sawari” and there are men at my office who are well known for “sawari”.
I have never been physically molested but nonetheless, 1 feel threatened by the
possibility that I may be subject to such abuse.

Initially, I trusted my supervisor as we had briefly discussed sexual harassment
and he reassured me that he had read the CLAIR handbook and was aware
of the problem. He even warned me about a particular supervisor in the office
who was notorious for “sawari”. However, at my Kangeikai, my supervisor got
drunk and he verbally sexually harassed a woman I worked with. At one point
he turned his attention to me. He looked at me leacherouslyb and began to tell
me I was attractive but I quickly shrugged him off. He then continued to
bother the other. woman as he tried to make her dance with him, but she
escaped by making an excuse to go home.

As a result of that incident, I no longer trust my supervisor and even find

it hard to respect him.
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“I was sexually harassed by the principal of the school,” said an assistant

English teacher (AET) with the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) program



who wished not to be identified. A month after she arrived at the school, he
proposed that she have sex with him over the weekend while his wife was
away, she said. What she resented most, however, was the fact that the other
teachers did not warn her despite the fact that he was known for pawing
teachers and students’ mothers.

No one would do anything about the situation, she said, because he was in his

last year before retirement and they did not want him to leave on a bad note.

CIREHLT, KDL Bax s FARERICL S TOIF LTS,

Her unfortunate experience may be exceptional, since most JET participants
who report having been sexually harassed say it occurred outside the workplace.
FEPIC, ZHEEBOBD L 5 ITHKED AET 128t L THRIBEMR 258 5 & 13 exceptional
Ty —Arb Ltk wdy, LIt FAKED AET RS ZDEERD L ) kB2 LY

T Sexual Harassment #7722 W) FlIELZBICLIZLNDTH 5,
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Another reader, Jeanette Teal, also expressed strong opinions.

“Running shorts are running shorts,” she wrote. “A women does not invite
sexual harassment by wearing running shorts. It’s the old blame-it-on-the-victim
routine ... Women in Western countries for the most part don’t tolerate sexual
harassment. ‘Adjusting their life styles’ should not include being quiet about

sexual harassment. Such treatment is a violation of human rights — anywhere.”
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