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Worthwhileness and View of the Profession
: Differences of Thoughts between
New Students of Dietitian Training Courses and Established Dietitians
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Trough the survey of 85 new students in the dietitian training courses, 156 national registered dietitians and 110
dietitians in Kagoshima Prefecture, in April,2008, we investigated the differences of view of the profession among 3
groups to clarify what was necessary for nurturing the skilled dietitians responding to the workplaces” requests.

More than half of the new students hoped to work as a dietitian, and 65.9% of them felt the dietitian is
Worthwhileness. Moreover, 44.7% clearly wanted to work as a dietitian and felt the dietitian Worthwhileness. On the
other hand, 55.8% of the incumbent national registered dietitians and 36.4% of the dietitians felt that the dietitian is
the worthwhile profession. Moreover, 38.5% of the registered dietitians and 20.0% of the dietitians thought that they
felt good to become the dietitian, and felt it worthwhile. Each value of the dietitians was lower than it of the new
students.

In the necessary qualities for the dietitians, the national registered dietitians valued the humanity significantly,
and the dietitian valued brightness significantly. In the necessary abilities for the dietitians, the new students
significantly valued leadership, because they entered the courses to acquire the knowledge and skills and they
thought that the abilities are important for the dietitians. However, the incumbent dietitians thought necessary to
have the qualities concerning the humanity.

From the above mentioned, it is necessary to improve the dietitian training programs to develop not only
knowledge and skills but also the humanity of students for nurturing the skilled dietitians who can respond to the

requests by the workplaces working with many other professionals.
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